Data set and methods. The station network shown in Fig. 1 has remained unchanged from that presented in Alexandersson et al. (1998) . For each station 3 observations per day have been digitised or extracted from existing computer files. Most of the series started within the period 1860 to 1900, but for quality reasons we did not extend our analyses back before 1881. Geostrophic winds were calculated using triangles of stations. For each year 95 and 99 percentiles were derived. These percentiles give a measure of the synoptic-scale storminess of each year. Then area averages were calculated, not using the percentiles per triangle as such but standardised values, i. In the easterly area, 1996 was a very weak storm year with mostly anticyclonic, cold and calm conditions in January, February, November and December, normally the stormiest months of the year. 1997 and 1998 were close to or slightly below the long-term average, so that the smoothed curves (low-pass-filter curves using Gaussian weights), corresponding to 10 yr moving averages, now clearly have gone down from the maximum around 1990. It is, however, dangerous to trust too much in the tails of these smoothed curves, as they will change when new data points are added.
In the westerly area, 1996 was also a weak year for storms, but 1997 and 1998 turned out to be slightly above the long-term average, so that the smoothed curves still are above the zero line. But also here there is a clear tendency of a reduction in storminess after the maximum around 1990. As this recent, stormier period seems to be broken in northwestern Europe, the 1880s still appear as the most prominent storm decade during the 120 yr of high-quality observations of air pressure. 
